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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Statement of the Problem.- The concern of this thesis
is juvenile delinquency — an area of much concern to
social workers. It seeks to examine the relationships
between several selected family factors, on the one hand,
and the treatment of juvenile delinquency on the other.
More specifically, this study proposes to examine these
relationships as they are perceived within the perspective
of social work.
Much research has been done — by psychologists,
sociologists and anthropologists, psychiatrists and social
workers — in an attempt to achieve fuller knowledge of
the various factors associated with delinquency.
Although thereeis much disagreement on many points,
the literature of the social and behavioral sciences
suggest considerable agreement on the following — that
the principal cause of juvenile delinquency is the lack
or absence of parental sup^j^sion and control of a
child's behavior.
This study will seek to explore the social work
profession's view of this point and the influence of
other professions on this view. More specifically, it
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will look at how the profession views the relationship
between parental supervision and control, on the one
hand and on the other, the occurrence or non-occurrence,
of delinquent behavior. And it will explore how social
work views the relationship between parental supervison
and control, on the one hand, and the "treatment** of
active cases of delinquency, on the other.
Significance of the Study.- The significance of this
study is many-faceted but its significance lies primarily
in the fact that the investigators will attempt to shed
some light on Social Work's perception of delinquents and
their families and how this view was (and is possibly
still in the process of being) developed.
It has long been recognized that the family is a
major factor in delinquency^, but it must also be acknow¬
ledged that the social work profession is not in agree¬
ment as to how juvenile delinquency should be looked at
and handled. Because of this, there is no agreement as to
what factors in one's family life (psychological, economi¬
cal, environmental) contribute most to one's becoming a
delinquent or how the family should be dealt with (worked
with) in handling the problem of juvenile delinquency,
1
See David L. Sills, ed.V International Encyclopedia
of the Social Sciences (New Yorki The MacMillan Company
and the Free Press, 1968) pp, 88, 91• For more views on
this point see Chapter Two of this study.
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It is significant, too, that the problem of
delinquency is a practical onej practical in that it is
a day-to-day phenomena. It is a problem that has the
potential for touching every member of society at one
time or another. Although it may be more prominent in
one class than in another, there is no class that is
entirely devoid of its presence.
Along this line, there is something that is occuring
at the present time which makes this study even more
significant. The family — the oldest institution on
earth — is being attacked and criticized from within
and without. Within the family, sons and daughters are
criticizing their parents and rebelling against them by
indulging in acts which can, and often are, termed
"delinquent." Respect is usually taught within the family
as part of the socialization process. If one cannot
respect one’s family, one cannot usually respect other
people. From without, other institutions are blaming
the family for their childrens' behavior; and government —
in the realm of social welfare — has enacted legislation
which denies financial aid to a family if an able-bodied
(although unemployed) father is in the home. This is
very significant because one of the few things that the
social work profession does agree on is the fact that
broken and/or one-parent homes stand a better chance of
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fostering (giving rise to) delinquency than does a
two-parent home. This all points to another area of
significance for this study. Because, in order for
social work to get a clear perspective on delinquency,
it must first have a clear understanding of the one factor
that is so instrumental in the delinquent’s life — the
family.
This study will not offer any solution, but it will
offer the profession a look at where eit stands now, per¬
haps forming a base from which future research can be
done which will offer some suggestions and/or solutions
to the problem of delinquency as it relates to social
work.
As members of this society and, more specifically, as
prospective social workers, the investigators are
interested in the area of juvenile delinquency — either
within a school setting, a child welfare agency, or in
the courts.
Therefore, while this study may be meaningful to the
profession as a whole, it will have a great deal of im¬
portance to the investigators. By reviewing the literature,
by means of a library study, we will have a greater
opportunity to come into contact with the various theories
from which social work operates than if we undertook to
gather the same material through interviews and/or
questionnaires. Also, the authors do not believe that
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any other method of research would successfully gather
material on the influence of other professions on social
work's perspective of the delinquent and his family than
a review of the works printed and published in the social
work literature by members of these professions.
Definition of Important Terms and Concepts.- The fol¬
lowing definitions may not be those which are usually
found in the literature but they have been formulated in
order to enable the reader better understand and follow
what the investigators are attempting to communicate.
For the most part these definitions have come about as
a result of numerous readings, classroom teachings and
much thinking on the part of the investigators. Any
definitions taken directly from another author are foot¬
noted!
Control - those means by which influence, or authori¬
ty is exercised by one person or situation over another
and which are utilized to enforce conformity to the will
of the former.
In this study, control will be seen as those means
utilized by society - or more specifically - social work -
to prevent, and/or treat delinquency or delinquent
behavior.
Delinquency - Readings reveal that there are two
types of delinquency — legal and psychological. As used
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in this study, the term will be a combination of both
types. It will be defined as behavior, on the part of a
person under 21 years of age which brings him/her into
conflict with the law. This behavior may be seen as the
result of a disorder of (or dysfunctioning of) the super¬
ego or caused by environmental situations. In this
study we will be concerned with psycho-social situations
within the family which gives rise to such behavior.
This type of behavior is often termed "asocial" or
"deviant" and is seen as arising when the expected
"socialization" has not taken place. In order to further
clarify this definition these terms will be defined
as they will be used in this study.
According to Coser, "socialization" is
the process by which an individual is
fitted into the social framework and
induced to play his assigned role. The
major agency in the process is usually
the family which inculcates in the
growing child the basic disciplines
necessary for social living.^
It is possible that those roles for which an indiv-
dual is fitted by his family may not be the same as
those he is expected to fulfill outside the family and
immediate environment. Therefore, for the purpose of
this study "socialization" will refer to the extent to
which the family has been successful or unsuccessful in
2
Lewis A, Coser (ed.). Sociology Through Literature
(New Jersey* Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963), p. 58.
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preparing its members for "social living" outside of
their immediate environment.
"Deviant" or "asocial" behavior refers to behavior
which does not conform to existing patterned expectations
of society at a given time — brought about by improper
socialization — which gives rise to conflict between
the individual and society in which he lives.
Such behavior, whether it is referred to as "delin¬
quent", "deviant" or "asocial" may have many causes and
numerous treatment methods may be employed to deal with
it, "Cause" is defined as those reasons, or factors, which
give rise to such behaviorj. "treatment" is defined as the
application of social work procedures (based on the
theories of social work or other professions) to the
problem of delinquency in an attempt to predict, treat
and/or eliminate it.
Family - The literature usually defines this term
as a group of people consisting of a man and woman living
together as a result of marriage, any children resulting
from such a marriage and, sometimes, relatives. But for
this study, the terra will be used to denote the social
group which is responsible for the socialization of its
members — not necessarily a man and a women living
together as a result of marriage because this is often
the exception rather than the rule as far as delinquents
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are concerned. It is frequently found that the delin¬
quent's family is headed by one parent (most often a
mother)} mother and grandmother} older sibling} mother
and aunt} mother and a male other than the father} or
3
any number of oKsher combinations.
Lack of Parental Control - failure on the part of
parents to unsure that their children's behavior conforms
to that which society expects. This is to be distinquished
from improperf or poor, parental control in which case
there is at least an attempt being made at control.
Lack of Parental Supervision - failure of the
parents to offer direction to, or control over, their
children's behavior. This is to be distinguished from im¬
proper, or poor, supervision in which case an attempt at
supervision is at least being made.
Parental Control - those means employed by parents
to ensure that their children's behavior conforms to that
which is expected by society.
Parental Su-pervision - giving direction to, or
exercising control over, the acts of children by their
parents.
Relationship - the interaction of one factor with
another. In this study it will be used in a cause - and-
3
See William C, Kvaraceus, Delinquent Behavior»
Culture and the Individual(New Yorki Harcourt, Brace &
World, 1964), p, 7 for a discussion of the "female - based
household" phenomena.
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effect way dealing with the interaction between certain
family factors (cause) and delinquency (effect)} and it
will be used to describe the interaction between the
worker, delinquent and his family.
Selected Family Factors - those things within a
family which exert considerable influence over the be¬
havior of the family members. This study will be
primarily concerned with those which play an important
role in the development of delinquent behavior. Some
of these factors arei living conditions (physical and
economical); familial tensions; supervison and control;
amount of autonomy afforded children within and without
the family; expectations of parents; number of siblings
and position within the family; number of parents in the
home; personality and occupation of parents; and
availability of parental models.
Social Work Perspective - the way in which the
social work profession views the relationship between
the family and delinquency, based on the influence of
other professions, and how this view relates to the
method(s) of social work treatment employed in coping
with delinquency.
Supervision - giving direction to, or exercising
control over, the thoughts and acts of another.
10
ASSUMPTIONS - There is only one assumption that the
investigators wish to mention. That is, the family
holds the key to understanding delinquency and working
with delinquents.
The investigators realize that there are many who
believe that one's psychological makeup is the key to
understanding this phenomena and treating it. And it
must be agreed that it is an important factor which must
be considered when trying to determine why a person
becomes a delinquent. But the investigators believe that
in order to understand a person psychologically you
must go back to the place where the personality is
formed — the family.
If, as defined earlier, the family is the major
socializing unit in a person's life, one would be safe
in assuming that any breakdown or serious dysfunctioning
within the family would lead to a disruption of dys¬
functioning of the socialization process.
Therefore, anyone in any way connected with the
problem of delinquency must be very clear on the role
and functioning of each family of each individual
delinquent. Because, while all families are alike in
many basic ways, each is unique as a result of the com¬
position of the family factors involved.
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Hypothesis and Purpose of the Study. - Throughout one's
stay in a school of social work the importance of the
family case history is continually stressed. In light
of this, the inyestigators are interested in testing our
general impression that the social work profession has not
produced much material on the subject of the delinquent
and his family. This is not to say that the professional
literature does not devote much of its attention to this
subject, but that the majority of what is found is
written by members of other professions or other branches
of the social or behavioral sciences — such as persons
in the field of corrections, psychologists, sociologists
and others.
The hypothesis that was developed as a result of
this is that the social work profession depends heavily
on these professions in developing their perspective of
the delinquent and his family. It is the purpose of thid
study to determine to what extent this is true by con¬
ducting an exploratory, descriptive study of four social
work journals which the investigators feel best reflect
the philosophies of the profesion. The four journals
are I CM Id Welfare. Social Casework. Social Service
Review and Social Work. They were chosen because
it was felt that Social Work and Social Service Review lend
themselves to the broad area of the profession and Social
Casework was chosen because this is our planned area of
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concentration. Child Welfare was included because of
the growing concern of the welfare of juvenile delin¬
quents by those in the field of child welfare, such as
social workers who work closely with the juvenile court.
Operating on the assumption that this literature
represents the thoughts and feelings of the profession,
the investigators feel that a pretty good picture of the
profession, and the theoretical bases from which the
profession is operating, can be obtained from such a
study.
The investigators hope to be able, at the end of
such a review, to hypothesize as to what will be necessary,
if anything, for the profession to sharpen its perspective
of the delinquent and his family} and if a change is
necessary, wes intend to be able to hypothesize as to how
far the profession is from such a refocusing or sharpen¬
ing of this perspective.
Specifically, this study was undertaken to test the
hypothesis stated above (that the social work profession
depends heavily on other professions in developing their
perspective of the delinquent and his family)} and to
answer the questions! (1) How does the profession view
the delinquent and his family?} (2) How, if at all, is
this view affected by other professions? and which ones?}
and (3) How close is the profession to one consistent
base -- or view — of the delinquent and his family?
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Scope and Limitations. - Because of the great amount
of material on delinquency present in social work
literature, this exploratory study will be limited to
material written and published in the past decade
(1960-1969) as found in the four aforementioned journals
during that period.
This time period was choseni (1) so that the study
would have relevance to the problem as it is seen now,
while offering a picture of how it was perceived at the
beginning of the 1960*S} (2) so that any changes which
occured in the profession's perspective during this
time could be pointed out} and (3) it could be seen in
what direction it is pointing as the 1960*s give way
to the 1970's.
Description of Methodology.- The methodology to be em¬
ployed in this investigation has been partially described
elsewhere in this chapter.
As pointed out, this will be an exploratory-
descriptive study. The literature reviewed will depend
on the number of articles found which have significance
for this study.
The review will be confined to the four afore¬
mentioned social work journals published during the
period from January i960 to December I969. The reason
for this time period appears in the previous section.
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Selection of articles was enhanced by bibliographies
on juvenile delinquency which the investigators re¬
ceived in their Emotional Problems of Children class,
and from a preliminary perusal of the contents of these
four journals published during the ten year period
mentioned above.
The time period chosen (January i960 - December
1969) was done so primarily so that the material reviewed,
along with this study, would have relevance to those
already in the field and to those who will soon be
entering it, as far as defining their perspective of the
delinquent and his family. It will also allow a look
at the changes undergone, if any, in the past decade and
where the profession is now as it stands on the threshold
of a new decade.
This study will consist of three chapters in addi¬
tion to this one. The second will offer a brief history
of delinquency and social work's role in relation to it,
with emphasis on the way in which the family has been
viewed and worked with. The review of the literature —
the actual conducting of the study — will constitute the
third chapter. The fourth chapter will consist of an
analysis of what was actually found in comparison to what
the investigators had expected to find} any implications,
conclusions, or hypotheses drawn from such findings will
be presented in this chapter, also.
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In testing the hypotheses stated earlier (on page
11), that social work depends heavily on other pro¬
fessions for forming its view of the delinquent and his
family, the investigators intend to analyze the materials
reviewed on the basis of (l) how much was actually
found written by members of other professions in com¬
parison to how much was actually found written by members
of the social work profession; (2) which profession(s)
was found to contribute most on the subject; and (3) in
respect to what was found written by social workers,
how much can be considered peculiar to the social work
profession and how much is borrowed — based on
psychological, sociological and/or any other professions
teachings or philosophies.
If the investigators find that the majority of the
material found was written by sociologists or based on
sociological theoies, this will be taken as an indication
that social work's perspective is influenced mainly by
sociology and its work with (treatemnt of) delinquents
and their families stems mainly from a sociological
framework. The same procedure will apply if it is found
that psychologists or some other profession appears to
be most influential.
If, however, it is found that all of these are
equal contributors, or that none contributed very much,
then the hypothesis would have to be looked at from
l6
another direction — perhpas that social work's pers¬
pective of the juvenile delinquent and his family is
confused because it has no base from which to work or
because it cannot decide from which of the available
bases to work. Or, if the review reveals that social
workers contribute most to this subject in the literature,
and that their actions are based mainly on social work
beliefs — philosophies — then the original hypothesis
will be rejected.
CHAPTER II
Overview of Juvenile Delinquency
Though there are countless factors that play a
part in predisposing a child to delinquency, scholars
and researchers have agreed that family life and the
home are of overwhelming significance in contributing
to delinquent behavior, "Children learn attitudes and
secure personal emotional satisfactions from people whom
they admire and wish to emulate; people with whom they
1
can identify." a child's ability to identify with
another person depends largely on his relationship with
that person, and how he is treated by him. The child's
relationship with his parents is largely a matter of
how his parents feel and act toward him. This is especial
ly ture during the first six years of the child's life,
the formative years, because of the vital effect of
interpersonal relationships during that time on the child'
personality.
"Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck concluded that the
character of the family situation had more to do with
1
Ruth Cavan, Juvenile Delinquency (New York; J. B.
Lippincott Company, 19^2), p. Ill,
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creating delinquency than residence in a slum area, or
exposure to conflicting cultures, or membership in
2
a large family." The externals of a family situation
such as a broken home or privation, are important
primarily as they affect the relationship between the
family and the child.
The Glueck studies have shown that parental atti¬
tudes such as neglect, indifference, hostility, and re¬
jection are closely associated with delinquent behavior.^
Parents, especially the mother, who are warm, loving,
and friendly are the ones with whom children can most
easily identify and from whom they receive a sense of
self confidence. A rejecting parent not only does not
secure the child's identification, but also creates
within him a sense of unworthiness and resentment toward
himself.
The type of family most likely to produce juvenile
delinquents is one which is quarrelsome, and in which
parents are neglecting, lax, and inconsistent in dis¬
ciplining. However, the home in which there is love is
least likely to produce delinquents. For many years
broken homes have been cited as a source of delinquency,
however, Bloch and Flynn showed that half or more of
p
Herbert Bloch and Frank Flynn, Delinquency. The
Juvenile Offender in America Today (New Yorkj Random
House, 1956), p. 181.
3
Cavan, Juvenile Delinquency, p. 112.
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the delinquent children in their study lived with their
own parents. More significant than the absence of one
parent from the family is the relationship that exists
. 4
among the family members.
The problem of juvenile delinquency has existed
virtually from the beginning of time, only its form and
degree of intensity have varied.
The oldest known code of laws, the Code of Hammurabi —
dates from 2270 B.C. and takes account of many types of
misconduct, some specifically of youth. For example, it
states that if a son strikes his father his hands are
to be cut off. Or if a child denounces his parents his
tongue was to be cut out. Likewise, if a child ran away,
his eye was to be plucked out. As Cavan points out, "run¬
ning away from home and ungovernability are still considered
acts of delinquency" but the forms of punishment for
such acts are much less severe.^
The behavior of the young people around the same
time prompted an Egyptian priest to declare thati
"Youth is distengrating. The youngsters
of the land have a disrespect for their
elders, and a contempt for authority in
every form. Vandalism is rife, and crime
of all kinds is rampant among our young
people. The nation is in peril jo
Likewise, Socrates, in the 4th Century B.C,, saw
4
Bloch and Flynn, Delinquency, p, 183.
■^Ibid,, pp, 3-4,
^Arthur H. Cain, Young People and Crime (New Yorki
The John Day Company, 1968), p.36.
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the youth of his time as loving luxury, having had
manners, a contempt for authority, disrespect for their
elders and a tendency to talk instead of work. He
continued "They contradict their parents, chatter before
company, gobble up the best at the table, and tyranize
7
over their teachers."
In the 1830's, "half the number of persons actually
convicted of crimes were youths who had not yet reached
Q
the age of discretion." In the beginning of hte 20th
Century, during the period from 1913“1919 for instance,
most juvenile delinquency consisted of truancy, pilfering,
street fighting, and rowdiness, smoking public, vagrancy,
and so on. There were some occasions of running away
from home and being picked up by the police for stealing
milk from doorsteps. Although these were serious offenses
at the time, such instances go unnoticed today in light
9
of the more serious acts being commited by juveniles.
It is interesting to note here that the rise in
delinquency has not been a steady one. In Cleveland,
for example, in 1919* after World War I ended, figures
showed a delinquency rate of 65.9 per 1,000 children. By





the end of the depression, the figure was down to 21.0
per cent. In 1957* though, the rate had risen to 33*5 ~
a seventy per cent increase over the 1939 general figure.
Such figures do not exist for the entire country but
Roul Tunley stated that, "If such figures did exist we
might find that all of our comparisons are made with
periods of low delinquency.”^® Which would indicate
that juvenile delinquency is directly affected by the
over-all situation in Americas during periods of stress,
delinquency tends to rise while in times of peace, it
tends to decline.
Because of so many variations of reports and changes
in the number of official reporting agencies, it is
difficult to properly accept the intensity of the problem
of juvenile delinquency during a great portion of the
20th Century. However, estimates of delinquency for the
country as a whole before World War II placed the volvime
at about two per cent of the total population between
the ages of ten and seventeen. During World War II, the
number of adjudicated delinquents rose considerably to
record volumes for 19^3 and 19^5» After World War II,
as had been the case after the first World War, the figure
declined, not only to show an upward trend again be-
10
Roul Tunley, Kids Crime and Class (New Yorki
Harper and Row, 1964), p, 51.
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ginning in 19^9. During 1952» the last year for which
official data are available from the Children's Bureau,
the total volume was again on the rise, assuming the
same proportions that existed at the previous peak
during the War years. From 1948 until 1960 there
was an increase in police arrests and juvenile court
cases. Police arrests continued to rise in I96I, but
delinquency cases heard by the juvenile courts decreased
slightly in that year for the first time since 1948.
In 1964, however, both police arrests and juvenile court
cases increased over the previous years — thirteen and
12
fourteen per cent, respectively. Between the years
1954 _ 1969, the number of juvenile offenders continued
to move upward.
While delinquency rates were rising, the types of
delinquent acts arising were becoming more serious in
nature. Cain points out that many people are still
associating the term "juvenile delinquent" solely with
sexual misbehavior, "alcohol, drugs, zipguns and switch¬
blade knives." This term now applies to acts that were
unthought of until recently - car theft, and traffic
^^Bloch and Flynn, Delinquency. The Juvenile Offender
in America Today, pp. 26-28.
Perlman, "Anti-Social Behavior of the Minor
in the United States," Federal Probation. XXVIII, no. 4
(December, 1964), 2?.
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violations and heavy drug abuse (LSD, marijuana, and
heroin), for example. In connection with drug use there
is also stealing, assault and battery, and murder.
There are many reasons for the rise in the number of
juvenile offenders. The Investigators will be concerned
here with just one — the family and what has taken
place to bring about the drastic upheavals and changes
within the family structure, thus giving rise to
increased delinquency.
Perhaps the most important factor to be considered
is that of industrialization. All types of juvenile
delinquency increased as industrialization and its by¬
product, urbanization, proceed. As urbanization increases,
the face-to-face social controls of traditional society
begin to lose their importance. In an urban environment,
human relationships become less personalized and more
anonymous. The person feels and is freer to act as an
individual rather than as a member of a closely knit
community.
One consequence of this greater freedom may be
that the individual feels less inhibited as far as ex¬
perimenting with various forms of deviant behavior is
concerned.
Family life changes as industrialization increaes.
The large "extended" family gives way to smaller "nuclear"
24
families. Family stabilty also seems to decline. For
example, in 1900, one divorce was recorded for every
fourteen marriages. In the contemporary period, one in
every five marriages ends in divorce. Because of the
well-established correlation between familial discord
and juvenile delinquency, one could expect that the
higher rate of familial disorganization in modern
13
societies would be reflected in more juvenile crime.
The family's role in fostering juvenile delinquency
might lead many to believe or feel that the key to
prevention, control, and/or treatment of such delinquency
lies in the family. How does the social work profession
view this? The investigators will try to find an
answer to this question in the next chapter.
^^David L. Sills, ed.. International Encyclopedia
of the Social Sciences (New York* The Macmillan Company
and The Free Press, 1968), p, 89.
CHAPTER III
RESEARCH AND FINDINGS
It was pointed out in the previous chapter that
the problem of juvenile delinquency dates back almost
to the beginning of time. In contrast to this, however,
the Social Work profession is still in its infancy
stage, having been born in the 17th Century, mainly as
as offspring of the Elizabethan Poor Laws. It did not,
as a profession, concern itself with the problem of
juvenile delinquency until well into the 20th Century
and is still not as involved in, or with, it as some
believe it could, and should, be.
Through the 1940's and well into the
1950*s social workers took an essen¬
tially clinical view of delinquency.
Whatever the social context, they
tended to think, behavior must
eventually be interpreted in psycho¬
logical-motivational terms and the
roots of motivational dynamics were
to be found in parent-child relation¬
ships as seen in the perspective of
psychoanalytic theory.^
While clinical interpretations of delinquency and
clinically based treatment have been the major area of
^Alfed J, Kahn, “Social Work and the Control of
Delinquency," Social Work (April, 1965), 5,
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concentration in social work for a long time, there has
also been an interest in social problems and the con¬
centration of delinquency in financially "underprivileged"
areas. Theories related to acculturation and its impact
on delinquency have affected settlement programs and
neighborhood work with delinquents. But social work
Interest in the social dimensions of delinquency and
their implications for treatment is a phenomenon of the
2
50's. Was this also true of the 60's?
During the ten year period from January, i960 -
December, 1969# 26 articles were found which could be
used in this study; although many more were studied
several were eliminated because they did not relate di¬
rectly to questions which were stated in Chapter I in
the section referring to the the "Hypothesis and Purpose
of the Study." The four journals which were utilized
were, as stated in Chapter I, Social Casework. Social Work.
Social Service Review and Child Welfare. The reasons
for choosing these four were also stated in Chapter I.
Table I shows the distribution of these articles
in the four afore-mentioned journals in regard to their
theoretical frameworks.
2
Kahn, "Social Work and the Control of Delinquency,"
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TABLE I
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS OF ARTICLES
PUBLISHED IN FOUR SOCIAL WORK JOURNALS,










Work 3 4 5 12
Social





Welfare 2 1 3
TOTALS 6 9 4 7 26
a
This group includes frameworks different from the
other three categories and were grouped together
to keep the chart as simple as possible since
there were not many of either and because they are
grouped under this heading in the text of this
thesis.
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Table IIi on page 29» shows the professions of
the authors of the articles used in this study. They
are divided into four categories — Psychological,
Sociological, Social Work and "Others." Such a divi¬
sion was chosen because, while most of the authors fell
into the first three categories, there were several
which did not — such as people from the field of
corrections, medical doctors, and psychiatrists. The
total number of authors exceeds the total number of
articles used because some of the articles were written
jointly by more than one person. Also, two authors had
more than one of their articles included in the study
and they were counted twice since their articles
appeared in different journals and/or different years
and this chart is constructed to show the number of
articles in each journal during a certain time periodi
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TABLE II
PROFESSIONS OF AUTHORS WHO HAD ARTICLES
PUBLISHED RELATING TO THE DELINQUENT
AND HIS FAMILY
IN FOUR SELECTED SOCIAL WORK JOURNALS,











1960-1964 2 1 4 7
1965-1969 2 1 1 4
Social
Casework
1960-1964 2 2 3 5









1965-1969 1 1 1
TOTAL
14 1 6 12 33^
3.
This group includes those professions which did
29a
TABLE II CONTINUED!
not fall under any of the three other headings.
b
Total number of authors exceeds the number of
articles because several articles were written
jointly by two or more authors; also, in two
instances, two authors had more than one of
their articles included in the study and they
were counted twice since their article appeared
in different journals and/or different years
and this chart in constructed to show the
number of articles in each journal during a
certain time period.
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These tables reflect the fact that, while social
workers contributed the majority of the articles found
during the period from January i960 - December 1969
(Table II), the sociological framework was the one from
which the authors wrote most often (Table I). The
psychological framework was the second most often used.
While the "others" category in both tables show totals
not much less than that of the leaders in each table
(Table I - Frameworks1 Sociological and Table II -
Professions! Social Work) it must be remembered that
there categories are "catch-all" in nature — not re¬
flecting any one specific profession or any one specific
framework.
Table II also points up the fact that almost the
majority of the articles were written during the first
half of the decade studied, except for an increase in
the number of articles written by social workers in the
latter half. The total number reflects the fact that,
much to the investigators* surprise, not much was written
on the subject all during the period from January i960 •
December 1969, This is not to say that there was not
much written about the delinquent during that time but
that there is a derth of information about the delinquent
and his family. Table II also shows another interesting
fact — that only one psychologist had contributed any
31
written material to the four journals studied, but
when this is looked at along with Table I, it is seen
that the psychological frame of reference was the second
most frequent framework used.
Below is a discussion of all of these frames of
reference which are shown in Sable I, They will be
discussed beginning with the psychological base, moving
then to the social work base, next to the sociological
base, and finally to those grouped together under
"Other Frameworks,"
An Appendix of personal information regarding the
authors in this study appears after Chapter Four and
the reader might find it interesting to refer to it
while reading about their frameworks from which they wrote,
PSYCHOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
The authors whose articles fell into this category
all tended to view the delinquent's behavior as being
caused mainly by psychological pathologies which were
within their families -- pathologies which had led to a
dysfunctioning in some area of family life and/or affected
some of those selected family factors which were mentioned




Miller, Radman and Sneed , in their report of a
two-year survey of a school for delinquent hoys, saw
the boys they studied as falling into one of five
categories I pseudo-psychopathic, neurotic, adolescent
acting-out, psychotic or those young, grossly deprived
children with true or functional retardation of
intelligence. A study conducted by Davitto and Scullion^
utilized a similar mode of characterization in their
description of the delinquent youths they studied.
Miller, Radman and Sneed saw the families of these
delinquents as having such sever psychological problems
that their children had not been able to successfully
complete the socialization process expected in our
society. In studying the families, the authors found
a "number of indications of pathological or severely
disrupted family patterns," Almost one-third of the
100 children studied came from broken homes; many had
lived in institutional settings previously and almost
one-half had siblings who had been referred to the
courts. Of the mothers, 51 had had two or more marriages
and the behavior of the parent(s) often brought them
^Thomas P. Miller (M.D.), Robert J. Radman and
David Sneed, "Program Development in a School for Delinquent
Boys," Social Casework. Volume XLI, No. 9 (November, 19d0),
472-480.
^^rnard Davitto and Tom Scullion, "An Experiment in
Community Treatment for Delinquents," Social Casework. Vol.
XLVII, No. 1 (January, 196?), 10-16.
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into contact with the courts (or lead to jail).
On the whole, these children tended to come from
"unstable homes" — homes in which "the parents them¬
selves had been struggling with problems so personally
overwhelmingly great that they had little energy to invest
in the concerns of their children."-^
6
Along similar lines, Mogulof sees the family as
a "breeding ground for delinquency" in his discussion
of the development of 'self-concept* among delinquents.
7
Ganger and Shugart , in their article concerning the
intr-familial forces whifch affect male heroin addicts,
are concerned with the dynamics of family pathology and
adaptations to stress within the family unit. They
described the relationship between the addict and his mother
as being symbiotic in nature, caused mainly by the
mothers* many emotional deprivations which they suffered
at an early age. These mothers had rarely formed close
and meaningful relationships outside of their immediate
families and marital separations were common. The
fathers had been either totally or relatively absent
from the home for most of the addict's life and
5
Miller, Radman and Sneed, "Program Development in a
School for Delinquent Boys", p. 474,
^Melvin Mogulof, "Delinquency Intervention Based on
Person and Situation," Social Work. Vol. 9, No. 2 (April,
1964), 42-50.
"^Roslyn Ganger and George Shugart, "Contemporary
Pathology in Families of Male Heroin Addicts," Social
Casework. Vol. XLIX, No. 6 (June, 1968), 356-36I,
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those who remained played an indifferent role in
family dynamics. Even if they were acknowledged to be
good providers, their sons did not often recall having
had any real meaningul and positive relationships with
them. The intra-parental relationships were characterized
either by open conflict or emotional distance, but
always maintained on the mother's terms.
The addict's siblings were found to resent his
monopoly of parental attention and concern. The sib¬
lings' aggression toward the addict appeared to be based
on rivalry for the mother's attention and they displaced
the blame for her over-involvement with him, while the
addict's hostility toward his siblings was seen as a
displacement of the hostility he felt toward his parents.
The problem of drug use is one of the largest, and
fastest growing, ones that people who work with delin-
Q
quents are faced with today. Shacter feels that, al¬
though problems of adolescent delinquency have been
reported in the social work literature, neither social
work articles nor social agency practice have reflected
sufficiently the gradual shift away from acting-out,
antisocial delinquent behavior to drug use among
8
Burt Shacter, "Psychedelic Drug Use by Adolescents",
Social Work, Vol, 13, No. 3 (Huly, 1968), 33-39.
adolescents. As far as their families are concerned,he
feels that many adolescents are turning to drugs (he
is especially concerned with psychedelic drug use)
because they see the drugs as being no more harmful
than the alchohol their parents drink (often in excess).
Each of these studies pointed to a positive
correlation between delinquent behavior and familial
situations and saw the breakdown in family structure
9
as an important factor in delinquency. But Stott, in
his article, "Family Situations Conducive to Behavior
Disturbance in Delinquents" was unable to establish a
decisive difference between those delinquents who came
from broken homes and those who came from homes which
had remaind intact. He did, however, feel "that delin¬
quency and maladjustment are more frequent in those
families that fail to provide a secure and stable frame¬
work for the growing child" and however, that such an
observation is so common "as to be beyond dispute,
SOCIAL WORK FRAMEWORK
At the beginning of the 1960*s, the Council on
Social Work Education conducted a curriculum study
9
D.H, Stott, "Family Situations Conducive to
Behavior Disturbance in Delinquents," Social Work. Vol, 10
No. 2 (April, 1965), l^-l?.
^^Ibid.. 14.
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under the direction of Werner W. Boehm to explore the
relevancy of, and need for change in, various aspects
of the social work curriculum, one of which was the
field of corrections. Meeker^^, in his article con¬
cerning this subject, stated that
to the correctional agency administrator
who occupies a front line position
along the frontier of social change, the
educational qualifications, philosophy,
and professional skills of those who
must work with society/s offenders are
of paramount concern.
He concluded that
the problem-solving methods of social
work have tremendous implications for
the treatment of offenders, and the
future design of correctional treatment
services can be immeasurably benefited
fey leadership and research sparked by
social work educators.
These "problem-solving methods" are seen as being
influenced by the philosophies — beliefs -- on which
the social work profession is built, such as acceptance,
support and 'meeting the client where he is.' McCann^^
holds to these philosophies in her view of work with
^^Ben S. Meeker, "Appraisals of the Curriculum
Study - Implications for the Field of Corrections." Social
Casework. Vol. XLI, No. 1 (January, i960), 24-29.
^^Ibid.. 24.
13Marie McCann, "Work with Parents in a Residential
Treatment Center," Child Welfare. Vol. XL, No. 3 (March,
1961), 9-12.
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parents of delinquents. It is her feeling that all
parents face many problems in the "momentous" task facing
them of helping their children to mature physically and
emontionally. She has found, in her work with parents
of children who are involved, or on the verge of becoming
involved, with the courts that these
parents typically present a rather
distorted total picture because of
their own fear of authority, and
their need to label the children
"bad" to eliminate the danger of the
popular notion that 'there is no
such thing.a,s a bad child, only bad
parents,'
She concludes that work with such parents must be
a demonstration over and over again of an acceptance of
them, that one must avoid a "condemning" or "judgmental"
attitude and lend support to them, before they can fully
use the firm and consistent help offered them,^^
Geismar^^ recognizes that people belong to several
social systems and play several roles and are, therefore,
faced with having to integrate a variety of roles in
relation to themselves in such a way as to avoid incon¬
sistencies, conflicts, and tensions. Family members
^^McCann, "Work with Parents in a Residential
Treatment Center," p, 11.
l^ibid.. 15.
^^Ludwig L. Geismar, "Three Levels of Treatment for
the Multiproblem Family," Social Casework. Vol. XIII,
No. 3 (March, I96I), 124-12?.
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functioning is inadequate in relation to maintaining
their social relationships, bringing rap their children,
taking care of their home, and so on, also tend to
encounter serious problems in their relations with
others — such as relatives and neighbors.
Geismar's article is concerned with treatment plans
and services for multi-problem families and delinquents.
In regard to such plans and services he feels that there
should be an effort made to "put social back into social
work" — to reaffirm the importance of such concepts as
social diagnosis and family-centered treatment, both of
which suggest that treatment aimed at enhancing the
individual's social functioning must take into account
17
the social system to which he belongs.
18
Braxton , in his "Family Casework and Juvenile
First Offenders," reports on a project which was designed
to test the effectiveness of casework service made avail¬
able — on a priority basis — to families referred by
the Detroit Youth Bureau to a Family Service Agency. He
points out that these families were often referred to
"as disorganized" by their workers, which is indicative
of the middle-class value system which American society
'Geismar, "Three Levels of Treatment for the Mulit-
Problem Family," p. 124.
^®Dale Braxton, "Family Casework and Juvenile First
Offenders," Social Casework, Vol. XLVII, No, 2 (February,
1966), 87-92.
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holds as an ideal# Because they (the workers) em¬
braced this point of view, they often failed to reach
these families. Moreover, he stated, "they violate
one of the first principles of social worki beginning
19
where the client is in his present position." This
statement is a reflection of what was stated by Meeker
at the beginning of this section, that "the problem¬
solving methods of social work have tremendous impli¬
cations for the treatment of offenders" (and their
families).
SOCIOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
In discussing the problem of delinquency, Michael
20
Schwartz and William Burkhardt consider the concept
of "self" in the implementation of the casework process
with adaptive delinquents. It is the contention of these
authors that "delinquency can be considered a solution
to certain problems of adjustment facing the lower class
21
child," Initial observations that form the bases of




Michael Schwartz and William R. Brukhardt, "Self-
Concept in Casework with Adaptive Delinquents," Social




350 interviews conducted with inner city youth in
Detroit, Spergel suggests that delinquent subcultures
develop as a result of various causes depending upon the
extent of opportunities available to lower class
youth in their neighborhoods by which culturally induced
22
success is achieved*
One of the reasons for the lack of success on the
part of social work efforts in correctional work has
been due to the caseworker's inability to see the pro¬
blems of delinquency as a solution to certain cultural
pressures in the environment. Failure of professional
workers to understand the phenomenon of delinquency
stems primarily from a failure to understand the develop¬
mental dynamics of the "self concept.
To deal with the problem, Schwartz and Brukhardt
suggest that there be a change in the approach to the
adaptive delinquent from that of a moralistic or
psychoanlytic view to that of an understanding of the
psychodynamics of the concept, giving greater emphasis
to problems of culture as they are perceived by the indi¬
vidual, and to their problem-solving techniques. To the
caseworker, the authors suggest a closer look at the
22
Irving Spergel, "An Exploratory Research in Delin¬
quent Subcultures," Social Service Review. Vol. 35» No. 1
(March, 1961), 33-^6.
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problems the child confronts in his environment, and
less at the problems that are allegedly within the child.
Similarly, Martin, Gould and Fitzpatrick point out
that the focus of those working with the delinquent
should be on the interrelationships between the delin¬
quents* biography and the history of his family, and
the growth, development, and contemporary characteristics
of the community in which he and his family live.
Interest in the delinquent's family lies within the
perspective of the family within the community and
"delinquent behavior should not be interpreted as
though a family is an interacting system, which is not
23
influenced by the world in which it functions." As
24
Empey points out, the emotional climate of the home is
affected by environmental factors. By itself the
family has a very limited capacity to control these
factors and to impart the necessary skills or the social
power by which the child can compete successfully in
adult life. Strengthening the family life, shoring up
23
John M. Martin, Robert E. Gould (M.D.), and
Joseph P. Fitzpatrick, "Delinquency in its Community
Context," Social Service Review, Vol. 42, No. 3
(September, 1968), 324-334.
24
Lamar T. Empey, "Sociological Perspectives and
Small-Group Work with Socially Deprived Youth," Social
Service Review. Vol, 42, No, 4 (December, 1968), 448-463,
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moral values, teaching respect for the law, as Tomaino
shows, cannot alone prevent delinquency.
In the article "Delinquency as a Stable Role,"
by William P. Lentz'^ the author lends himself to a
discussion of the caseworker as a means of intervening
in the problem of juvenile delinquency. The author
contends that the present structure for intevention —
including the police, courts, and social agencies —
possess functions that tend to create a stable delin¬
quent role.
The stable role is one that is firmly established
and resistat to change. Its degree of stability depends
largely on the delinquents perception of himself in this
role and the reaction of others to him in this role.
The delinquents view of others also serves to reinforce
and stabilize his role as a delinquent. The author
lists several means by which an agency, though unin¬
tentionally, can actually reinforce the stability of
the delinquent's role. Within the social agency the
25
Louis Tomaino, "Social Work and the Prevention of
Youth Offenses," Child Welfare. Vol. XLVII, No. 2
(February, 1968), 85-88} 94.
William P. Lentz, "Delinquency as a Stable Role,"
Social Work. Vol, ii. No, 4 (October, 1966), 66-70,
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status of a juvenile is that of a delinquent, and he
is treated as one with a special problem, which may
become a unique feature of his delinquent status. The
worker gears his treatment to that of a delinquent,
and the agency is seen as protector of society from the
delinquent.
It is to the worker’s advantage in achieving his
goal that he and the delinquent establish a good working
relationship. It has been shown in several studies that
the worker-client Relationship is not a productive
medium for change. The stable delinquent may shed this
role when a sufficiently attractive alternative is
presented. Workers can help reach this end by becoming
more aware of the problem and supporting those proposals
that lead to change.
The community’s role is one of considerable impor¬
tance in society’s efforts toward prevention and rehabi¬
litation of delinquency, Melvin Mogulof^"^ takes the
view that poverty and delinquency complement each other,
and a high rate of delinquency keeps statistical company
with poor housing, high birth rates, broken families,high
percentages of minority group residents, poor schools,
27
Melvin Mogulof, "Involving Low Income Neighbor¬
hoods in Anti-Delinquency Programs," Social Work. Vol. 10,
No. 4 (October, 1965)» 51-57*
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high unemployment, low incomes, low levels of adult
education, and the like. In developing and imple¬
menting projects pertinent to the problems of the
delinquent and poverty, it was found that the key
allies of the project, in most instances, were the
residents of the community, although involving the poor
in all areas of the project did not alwayslprove
suitable to any one particular project.
28
June Morrison points out that thera is an in¬
creasing need for professional personnel in treatment
of the delinquent as opposed to institutionalized
measures.
The community tends to allocate responsibility of
combating the problem of delinquency to such agents
as the police and juvenile authority. There is little
recognition by the public that it should assume a
primary role in the prevention of delinquency. This
implies the community's insistence on availability of
adequate treatment facilities, adequately prepared
personnel, reasonable environmental resources, such as
housing and recreation area, and employment opportunities
for all who need them.^^
pO^ June Morrison, "Delinquency1 A Community Respon¬




The family is definitely an agent which should be
used in the prevention and rehabilitation of delinquency.
However, there has been only argument concerning the
importance of the role of the family and the decreasing
controls effected by this primary socializing group.
Keeping the family as intact and trouble-free as possible
is seen as only one part in a system which includes
schools, social agencies, and governmental action, all
of which have to be considered in the treatment, preven¬
tion and control of delinquency,
OTHER FRAMEWORKS
The articles which are found in this section all
have some similarities and were grouped together because
they did not fall into any of the three categories that
were previously examined,
Wasserman, in his article "Casework Treatment of
the Neurotic Delinquent Adolescent and the Compulsive
30
Mother," and another article entitled "Three Neurotic
Delinquents," which he did jointly with Mangus^^, along
30
Sidney Wasserman, "Casework Treatment of the Neu¬
rotic Delinquent and the Compulsive Mother," Social Case¬
work. Vol. XLIII, No, 9 (November, 1962), 485-492.
31
Ralph Mangus and Sidney M, Wasserman, "Three
Neurotic Delinquents," Social Work. Vol. 6, No. 1
(January, 1961), 46-55,
46
with a third article by Douglas Sargent, "Children
32
Who Kill - A Family Conspiracy?"^ show similar ideas
in their treatment plans for the delinquent.
Sargent contends that the child who kills is
acting as the unwitting lethal agent of an adult — usually
a parent — who unconsciously prompts the child to kill
so that he (or she) can vicariously enjoy the benefit
of ;the act himself. As in the case of the three neurotic
delinquents, each child suffered from some family exclusion
and each, because of the events in their lives, developed
a tremendous degree of guilt and a deep sense of
worthlessness.
As with the compulsive mother in the article by
Sidney Wasserman, Sargent agrees that the provacitive
or stimulating adult accomplishes his goals by inflaming
the child's latent hostile feelins without toward the victim.
Without such stimulation, acting-out would probably
remain inoperative, or under the control of the child's
ego.
In treating neurotic delinquents, it was suggested
that the therapist modify reality according to the
needs of the individual child. Wasserman points out
^^Douglas Sargent, "Children Who Killt A Family
Conspiracy?", Sooial Work. Vol. 7» No. 1 (January, 1962),
35-^2.
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that in treating neurotic adolescent delinquentsi the
caseworker, or therapist, must use her diagnostic
knowledge of the child as the bases for formulating a
treatment plan that can better lead to attainable goals.
Another article which takes a more or less
psychiatric point of view as it examines the delinquent
is that of Seymour Halleck entitled "Juvenile Delin¬
quents! "Sick" or "Bad"?"^^ He begins to answer the
question by first defining both terms. "Bad" is viewed
as a moralistic term? whenever the child's behavior does
not conform to certain moral standards which are opera¬
tive in our society today he is said to be bad. "Sick"-
ness is a medical term which implies a picture of physical
rehabilitation and hospital ministration. Delinquents
are regarded as "sick" only in the sense that their
behavior may be caused by internal personality stress
which leaves the child susceptible to anti-social be¬
havior.
Treating the delinquent requires that the worker
begin with a clear-cut realization that the delinquent
is a responsible person who has a considerable role in
forming his own destiny. It requires a modification of
33
Seymour L. Halleck, M.D., "Juvenile Delinquents!
"Sick" or "Bad"?", Social Work. Vol. 7, No, 2 (April,
1962), 58-61.
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the external environment, along with the treatment
of personality distortions within the individual.
84 35
Along another vein, Sol Ruhin-^ and Renee Berg
explore changes in the court’s philosophy toward ju¬
venile delinquents. The courts have moved from that of
an long alleged •’star-chamber", the 15th and l6th
Century English court typifying arbitrary and brutal
beatings, to one which is more protective of children
and their families without sacrificing the community’s
interest, A contemporary outlook of the juvenile
court seems to be that the court shall be a "forum of
service" for the children in its main character as
distinct from that of other courtsr but, it will remain
a court in which due process of law provides fully as
much protection to parties as is provided litigants
in other courts.
As to social work's view of the delinquent and his
family, the investigators found that, of the twelve
articles written by social workers, only four came from
34
Sol Rubin, "Trends in Juvenile Court Philosophy,"
Social Work. Vol. 7, No. 2 (April, 1962), 53-58.
35
Renee Berg, "Social Work Practice and the Trend
Toward a Legalistic Juvenile Court," Social Casework.
Vol, XLVII, No, 2 (February, 1966), 93“96.
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a strictly social work frame of reference, A majority
of those done by social workers operated more from a
psychological, rather than from a social work, frame
of reference in viewing the delinquent and his family.
It was interesting to note that little attention
was focused on the family as a primary agent in the
phenomenon of delinquency. Social workers tended to
see the family as a primary source of the child's
socialization, and the family's dysfunctioning as a
cause of delinquency. As a preventive agent, a close
study of ~ and intensive work with — the family was
seen as being of importance.
However, it must be pointed out at this time, that
some studies indicate that there are delinquents who
are members of more or less stable home situations. The
mere fact that one or both parents is absent is less
significant than the relationships that exist in the
family along with whatever family members are present,
"The absence of one or both parents reduces the prob¬
ability of adequate relationships but does not necessari-
ly destroy all significant relationships,"-^
McCord and McCord feel that a cohesive loving home
36
Ruth Cavan, Juvenile Delinquency 1 Develonment.
Treatment and Control (New Yorki J,B, Lippincott Com-
pany, 1962), p, 11?,
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tends to compensate for the influence of a delinquent
subculture. The majority of children raised in a
trasitional slum area, but who live in a "normal"
family, do not become delinquents. The effects of a
father's absence, neglect, or cruety seem to depend
largely on the mother's attitude. If the mother is
loving, a child is not likely to become delinquent. And,
the nature of the parent(s)' discipline does not affect
37
criminality, but inconsistency of its imposition does.
The social work profession tends to see treatment
and/or problem-solving methods employed by the worker
as begining with seeing the delinquent as an individual
hAiman being, and as a person of worth. Casework
techniques — such as support, acceptance, and meeting
the client where he is — are essential to the relation¬
ship between the juvenile delinquent, his family and
the worker.
As our study indicates, the delinquent, as viewed
by the social worker, is influenced by the theoretical
frames of reference of others. Most of the article
surveyed in the literature of the four journals studied
were written by persons from the social work profesion.
York I
William and Jean McCord, Origins of Crime (New
Columbia University Press, 1959).
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However, as pointed out earlier, the predominant
theoretical framework was that of sociology. An
approach which seems to be gaining favor in the treat¬
ment, prevention and control of delinquency is that
of viewing the delinquent in his total situation,
with special emphasis on the delinquent's relationship
with others, and his role within his community.
Studies have shown that the community can be a
rehabilitative, as well as a preventive, agent for
juvenile delinquency. With the combined efforts of
the community's residents and the aid of professionals
who see the community as a positive source in improving




As pointed out in Chapter III, there was a
surprising dearth of information written about the
delinquent and his family during the ten year period
from January i960 to December 1969*
The hypothesis and most of the questions posed in
Chapter I were answered in the previous chapter but
they, and any additional questions raised, will be
summarized here before any conclusion is drawn.
The hypothesis, "that the social work profession
depends heavily upon other professions in developing
their perspective of the delinquent and his family",
proved to be true. The question, "How, if at all, is
social work's view affected by other professions?" and
"Which ones?" is closely linked to the question, "Just
how does the social work profession view the delinquent
and his family?"
This leads to another question posed but not answered
earlier, "Does the social work profession consistent
view of the delinquent and his family?" To begin with
53
there was no real chronological progression towards
such a view evident in the articles studied. Now.
at the beginning of the 1970*s, it is not possible to
look back to the beginning of the 1960*s and measure
herw far the profession has come toward a consistent view
of the delinquent and his family as far as prevention,
treatment, and control of delinquency are concerned.
It is the opinion of the investigators that social
workers have been too t)usy borrowing from others — and
being content in doing so — instead of utilizing their
own philosophies and beliefs to develop their own
perspective. Thus, they have been operating from an
uncertain base — borrowing bits and pieces from what¬
ever is available — or operating individually on their
own personal basis depending upon their preference for
a psychological, sociological or some other frame of
reference. This leads to confusion and may be one of,
if not the, reason for the social work’s failure hereto¬
fore to successfully solve the problem of delinquency.
In view of the facts that the rate of delinquency
continues to rise unchecked (as pointed out in Chapter III),
it would seem all the more imperative that social workers
develop a view of the problem which could possibly re¬
verse this trend. Perhaps, if what Kahn has to say
about the profession is true, this will not be too hard
54
a task. He says that the profession is, "unanimous
in its committment to a humanitarian, individualizing
nonpunitive treatment approach to delinquency," that
in seeking to solve the problems of delinquency it
(the profession) "takes literally the rational that
supports the delinquency umbrella as a broadly con¬
ceived device for social control through protection and
helping." That is, that social work, through the policy
statement of the National Association of Social Workers
especially, are committed to a more humanitarian treat¬
ment of juvenile delinquents by all involved in working
1
with them.
The philosophies and beliefs of social work lend
themselves quite readily to such a statement, belief
in the worth of each individual? meeting the client
where he is? acceptance and support without judegment.
They lend themselves well, that is, unless these are
just words or phrases not meant to be applied. If so,
the profession is living a lie and cannot help but fail
in any attempts it makes to prevent and/or treat delin¬
quency.
If the profession can work from this framework.
1
Alfred J, Kahn, "Social Work and The Control of
Delinquency? Theory and Strategy," Social Work. Vol, 10,
No, 2 (April, 19^5)f P* H*
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have it as its base, it will still be able to — even
have to — refer to others in order to be effective.
In looking at the Young Lords - a group of Peurto Ricans
who recently took over a church in New York in order
to feed the people in their neighborhood - one sees
the former gang leaders and members of the fifties.
Both their acts — in the fifties and now -- can be
called “delinquent." To merely apply this label and
not try to understand why they acted as they did, not
to meet them where they are and work from there would
only further actions like theirs. Likewise, not to
lend support to drug users, and try to understand what
has led them to use drugs? not to help them to believe
in their own self-worth because you (the worker) do not
believe in it, cannot lead to successful treatment. This
is also true as far as the families* of these persons,
and their often semingly lack of control and/or super¬
vision of their children are concerned.
In trying to understand these things the worker
is going to run directly into certain psychological,
sociological, and political situations which must be
dealt with. Turning to persons in these fields will be
a necessity in solving the problem of delinquency. It
will not be the same as taking all of one, or bits and
56
pieces of each and trying to work with them, for
the-social work profession will have its own base
from which to operate and will be turning to these
other professions for assistance in certain areas in
which they, and not the social workers, are specialists.
How close is the social work profession to this
end? The investigators believe that it is as close
as it allows itself to be. All it has to do is begin
to earnestly applying the things that it has been
professing all along. It may be easier to answer the
question How far is the profession from this end? It
is too far away to remain where it is as long as the
problem remains unsolved. By not striving to move
toward this end, the social work profession becomes
a part of the problem.
APPENDIX
PERSONAL INFORMATION
ON AUTHORS USED IN STUDY*
Berg. Renee - D.S.W.j Assistant Professor, University of
Pennsylvania, School of Social Work,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Braxton. Dale - Social Worker, Veteran's Administration
Hospital, Chicago, Illinois.
Burkhardt. William - Agency Service Analyst, Community
Action for Detroit Youth.
Davittn. Bernard - D.S.W.j Institute for the Study of
Crime and Delinquency, Sacramento,
California.
Emoev. LaMar T. -■ Chairman, Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, University of Southern
Calfirnia.
Fitzpatrick, Joseph P. - Faculty Member and Former
Chairman, Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, Fordham University,
New York.
Ganger. Roslvn - Casework Supervisor, Department of
Psychiatry, Metropolitan Hospital,
New York Medical College, New York.
Geismar, Ludwig L. - Ph.D.j Associate Professor, Graduate
School of Social Work, Rutgers Univer¬
sity.
Gould. Robert E. - M.D.j Director of Adolescent Services,
Bellevue Hospital; Faculty Member, NYU
School of Medicine, and Lecturer, Ford-
ham University, New York.
*Personal information taken from journals in which
their articles appeared; therefore, some of the in¬




Hallec. Seymour L. - M.D.; Chief of Psychiatric Ser¬
vices,. Division of Corrections, State
Department of Public Welfare, Madison,
Wisconsin; Clinical Assistant Professor
of Psychiatry, University of Wisconsin,
Madison,
Kahn. Alfred J, - D.S.W.; Professor of Social Work,
Columbia University School of Social
Work, New York, New York.
Lentz. William P. - Ph.D.j Lecturer, Department of
Sociology, University of Wisconsin;
Chief of Planning, Divison for Children
and Youth, State Department of Public
Welfare, Madison, Wisconsin,
Mangus. Raloh - MSSW; Unit Supervisor, Bellefaire Treat¬
ment Center for Emotionally Disturbed
Children, Cleveland, Ohio,
Martin. John M. - Faculty Member and Chairman, Institute
for Social Research, Fordham, University,
McCann. Marie - Casework Supervisor, Children's Aid
Society, Cleveland, Ohio.
Meeker. Ben S. - Chief Probation Officer and Director of
the Federal Probation Training Center,
U.S. Probation and Parole Service,
Chicago, Illinois.
Miller. Thomas P, - M.D,, Luther Burbank School, Washing¬
ton,
Mogulof. Melvin - Rep, in Charge, Community Action Pro¬
grams, Office of Economic Opportunities,
San Francisco, California;* also. Office
of Juvenile Delinquency and Youth
Development, Welfare Administration,
U.S, Department of HEW.
Morrison. June - Ph.D,; Associate Professor, Department
of Public Administration, University of
Arizona, Tuscon,
APPENDIX - 3
Radman. Robert J» - Psychiatric Social Worker, Luther
Burbank School, Washington,
Rubin. Sol - LL.B.j Counselfor the National Council on
Crime and Delinquency, New York City,
Sargent. Douglas - M.D.j Director, Child Study Clinic,
Wayne County Juvenile Court, Detroit,
Michigan,
Schwartz. Michaed - Ph.D,; Assistant Professor of Soci¬
ology and Psychology, Wayne State
University,
Scullion. Tom - Crimonologist and Research Associate,
Institute for the Study of Crime and
Delinquency, Sacramento, California,
Shacter, Burt - Ed,D,j Associate Professor of Social Work
New York University, Graduate School of
Social Work and P/T Casework Supervisor
Stuyvesant Residence Club, Jewish Board
of Guardians, New York,
Shugart. George - Director of Social Services, Department
of Psychiatry, Metropolitan Hospital,
New York Medical College, New York,
Sneed. David - Psychiatric Social Worker, Luther Burbank
School, Washington,
Soergel. Irvin - Instructor in Sociology, University of
Chicago,
Stott. D,D. - Ph,D.; Lecturer in Psychology, Glasgow
University, Glasgow, Scotland,
Tomaino. Louis - Assistant Professor, Worden School of
Social Work, Our Lady of the Lake
College, San Antonio, Texas,
Wasserman. Sidney - Doctoral Candidate, School of Applied
Social Serices, Western Reserve Univer¬
sity, Cleveland, Ohio; worked six years
as a Caseworker with Emotionally Dis¬




Bloch, Herbert A. and Flynn, Frank. Delinquencyt The
Juvenile Offender in America Today. New Yorki
Random House, 1956.
An examination of some of the psychological and
sociological causes of delinquency. Offers consider¬
able information on familial situations which con¬
tribute to delinquent behavior.
Gain, Dr. Arthur H. Young People and Crime. New Yorki
The John Day Company, 1968.
Interesting reading on the problem of juvenile
delinquency, from as far back as the 3rd and 4th
centuries, B.C., to the present time,
Cavan, Ruth S. Juvenile Delinquency. New Yorki Random
House, 1956.
A textbook aimed at integrating the broad
social and cultural aspects of delinquency with the
developmental processes of delinquent behavior. Very
informative and interesting reading, not only for
students but for all who are concerned, and wish
to know more, about juvenile delinquency,
Coser, Lewis A, (ed,). Sociology Through Literature.
New Jersey I Prentice-Hall, Inc., I963.
An anthology prepared as a supplement to usual
texts in introductory sociology courses. It is
divided into sections, each centering upon one of
the major concepts of sociology,
Kvaraceus, William C. Delinquent Behavior1 Culture and
the Individual. New Yorki Harcourt, Brace and World,
1964.
A report prepared for teachers, guidance
counselors, and school administrators aimed at
offering an integrated theory on delinquency. It is
divided into three partsi (1) Focus and Climate,




Sills, David L. (ed.). International Encyclopedia of
the Social Sciences. The MacMillan Company and The
Free Press, 1968,
The section on juvenile delinquency offers an
interesting look at the history of delinquency,
familial experiences conducive to its growth, and
definitions of such terms as "conflict,” "material”
and "paternal behavior", and "parental supervision,"
Tunley, Roul. Kids. Crime and Class. New Yorki Harper
and Row, 1964,
Looks at juvenile delinquency as a "disease"
and discusses various "remedies." The discussion
covers the psychological, physiological and socio¬
logical approaches advanced to treat delinquency,
and ends with the question "Do We Want To Control
Delinquency?"
Journals
Berg, Renee. "Social Work Practice and the Trend Toward
a Legalistic Juvenile Court," Social Casework,
Vol. XLVII, No. 2 (February,
Considers ways in which social work practice
in juvenile courts is likely to be affected by the
current trend in these courts toward placing greater
emphasis on due process of law,
Braxton, Dale, "Family Casework and Juvenile First
Offenders." Social Casework. Vol. XLVII, No, 2
(February, 1966),' 87-92.
A report of the first year of a demonstration
project conducted by the Family Service of Metro¬
politan Detroit to test the effectiveness of casework
service made available on the highest priority to
families referred to the family agency by the Youth
Bureau.
Davitto, Bernard and Scullion, Tom. "An Experiment in
Community Treatment of Delinquents." Social Casework.
Vol. XLVII, No. 1 (January, 196?).
Description of a demonstration project to test
substitutes for institutionalization of delinquent
youths.
BIBLIOGRAPHY - 3
Empey, LaMar T. "Sociological Perspectives and Small-
Group Work With Socially Deprived Youth." Social
Service Review. Vol. 42, No. 4 (December, 1968),
448-463.
Study of a sociological perspective for under¬
standing and working in small groups with socially
deprived youth.
Ganger, Roslyn and Shugart, George. "Complementary
Pathology in Families of Male Heroin Addicts."
Social Casework. Vol. XLIX, No. 6 (June, 1968),
356-361.
This article is concerned with familial forces
affecting make Ineroin addicts and the ways in which
family members use the addict as a scapegoat.
Geismar, Ludwig L. "Three Levies of Treatment for the
Multi-Problem Family." Social Casework. Vol. XLII,
No. 3 (March, 1961), 124-12?.
This article is concerned with treatment plans
and services for multiproblems families and delin¬
quents.
Hallec, Seymour L., M.D. "Juvenile Delinquentsi "Sick"
or "Bad"?" Social Work. Vol. ?, No. 2 (April, 1962),
58-61.
The author examines two divergent ides on the
causes of delinquency, offering a discussion of
both before discussing the implications both have
on the treatment of delinquents.
Kahn, Alfred J. "Social Work and the Control of Delin¬
quency! Theory and Strategy." Social Work. Vol. 10,
No. 2 (April, 1965). 3-13.
Explores the various theories of delinquency
that have been advanced historically, and these
being considered at the present time, in relation to
the control of delinquency,
Lentz, William P. "Delinquency As A Stable Role." Social
Work. Vol, II, No, 4 (October, 1966), 66-70,
Examines the phenomenon of delinquency in light
of the knowledge of social roles and, more especially,
as a stable role in the life of juvenile delinquents.
63
BIBLIOGRAPHY - 4
Mangus, Ralph and Wasserman, Sidney. "Three Neurotic
Delinquents." Social Work. Vol. 6, No. 1 (January,
1961), 46-55.
Explores some of the circumstances which
negatively affected the gos of three delinquent
boys studied at a residential treatment center.
Martin, John M.j Gould, Robert E.} and Fitzpatrick,
Joseph P. "Delinquency in its Community Context."
Social Service Review, Vol. 42, No, 3 (September,
1968), 325-334.
This article concerns itself with one techni¬
cal aspect of the much larger problem of juvenile
delinquency. It sets forth the main dimensions of
a new diagnostic or assessment methodology for use
in the study of juvenile delinquency,
McCann, Marie, "Work With Parents In A Residential Treat¬
ment Center." Child Welfare. Vol. XL, No. 3 (March,
1961), 9-12.
Examines the various types of personalities
which workers involved with children in residential
treatment centers encounter when working with parents
of these children.
Meeker, Ban S, "Appraisals of the Curriculum Study —
Implications for the Field of Corrections," Social
Casdwork. Vol. XLI, No. 9 (January, i960), 24-29.
Looks at the ways in which the social work
curriculum could be changed to make it more rele¬
vant to the field of corrections.
Miller, Thomas P,, M.D.j Radman, Robert J,; Sneed, David.
"Program Development in a School For Delinquent
Boys," Social Casework. Vol, XLI, No, 1 (November,
i960), 472-480.
A report of some of the findings of a two year
survey undertaken in a school which serves delinquent
boys, fifteen years of age and under, who have been
committed by the court. Purpose of the study was
to gain additional information about the boys and
to establish hypotheses for more intensive research
about the school's population,
Mogulof, Melvin, "Delinquency Intervention Based on Person
and Situation." Social Work. Vol, 9. No, 2 (April,
1964), 42-50.
Discusses the process of intervention employed
by social workers in dealing with the problem of
delinquency.
BIBLIOGRAPHY - 5
, "Involving Low Income Neighborhoods in
Anti-Delinquent Programs.” Socil Work, Vol. 10i
No. 4 (October, 1965). 51-57.
A discussion on involving the poor in govern¬
ment sponsored anti-delinquency projects.
Morrison, June, "Delinquencyi A Community Responsibility."
Child Welfare. Vol. XLVIII, No. 4 (April, 1969).
219-222.
A look at the growing need for communities and
community agencies -- such as schools — to become
more involved in stemming the increase in delinquency
Perlman, R.I, "Anti-Social Behavior of the Minor in the
United States." Federal Probation. Vol. XXVIII,
No, 4 (December, 1964), 26-34,
A look at the growing problem of juvenile
delinquency, offering an insight into the figures
regarding police arrests of juveniles and juvenile
court cases.
Rubin, Sol, "Trends in Juvenile Court Philosophy."
Social Work. Vol. 7. No. 2 (April, 1962), 53-58.
This article explores the growing, more
humanitarian thrust in the juvenile court's philo¬
sophy regarding juvenile court treatment of juvenile
delinquents.
Sargent, Douglas. "Children Who Killi A Family Conspiracy?
Social Work. Vol. 7. No, 1 (January, I962), 35-42.
Examines various phenomena of, and presents
discussions on, the motivation of children who kill,
Schwartz, Michael and Burkhardt, William R, "Self -
Concept in Casework with Adaptive Delinquents,"
Social Work. Vol, 9. No. 3 (July, 1964), 86-90,
Examines the relationship of the failure of
correctional casework to the failure of the worker
to understand the developmental dynamics of one's
self-concept.
Schacter, Burt, "Psychedelic Drug Use By Adolescents."
Social Work. Vol. I3, No. 3 (July, I968), 33-39.
A background presentation of the growth of
psychedeelic drug use among adolescents, especially
LSD, and the consequences of such use.
65
BIBLIOGRAPHY - 6
Spergel, Irving. "An Exploratory Research in Delinquent
Subcultures." Social Service Review. Vol. 35• No.
1 (March, 19611), 33-46.
A report on an exploratory effort to develop
a typology of gangs within a sociocultural frame¬
work. It is an attempt to differentiate types of
delinquent groups which appear to arise in certain
kinds of neighborhoods under varying social con¬
ditions.
Stott, D.H. "Family Situation Conducive to Behavior
Disturbance in Delinquents." Social Work. Vol. 10,
No. 2 (April, I965), 14-1?.
An analysis of the family situations of
delinquents in Glasgow, Scotland, based on data
provided by probation officers.
Tomaino, Louis. "Social Work and the Prevention of
Youth Offenses." Child Welfare. Vol. XLVII, No. 2
(February, 1968), 85-88} 94.
This article looks at the inadequacies in the
use of traditional social casework based on the
medical-psychiatric model in working toward pre¬
venting juvenile delinquency.
Wasserman, Sidney. "Casework Treatment of the Neurotic
Delinquent Adolescent and the Compulsive Mother."
Social Casework, Vol. XLII, No. 9 (November, 1963)1
485-492.
Looks at the symbiotic ties between neurotic
delinquents and their compulsive mothers and stresses
the importance of the worker including the mother
in treatment, also.
